
  
 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 
+Joseph Ponniah. 

 

    Wish you all a Joy filled Easter. We have been journeying 
together in our Lenten pilgrimage participating in all the activities initiated by the Diocese as 

well as Parish and preparing ourselves to celebrate the greatest Feast of EASTER. We have been 
blessed abundantly by the victory won by Jesus Christ, our Lord and Master and we are invited 
to remain in His Presence all throughout wherever we are. 

 The Gospels do not describe the actual Resurrection. They rather teach us that Jesus 
appeared to people as the already Risen Christ. Hence the importance of the stories of the 
appearances of Jesus. Jesus appears to people so that they may accept him in faith and so he 

does not appear to those who have no faith. It is very clear in the story of Mary Magdalene. It is 
not she who recognized Jesus first, but Jesus who accepted her by calling her by her name thus 

bringing her to recognize him as the Risen Lord. 

 Gospels also portray the news of empty tomb. Many saw the empty tomb but were 
willing to deny it ð even claiming that the disciples stole the body. Even today, there are many 

popular books that try to explain away the resurrection of Jesus and the birth of Christianity. But 
the women at the t omb encountered the Lord and their lives were forever changed.  

 In the end, that is the only way we ôproveõ the resurrection ð by the way we live and 

the joy and hope to radiate to others. No one can explain this away. The resurrection is 
something that mu st be experienced and lived ð it is far more than a mere belief. Let us look 
within ourselves and ask if our attitude and our manner of life is an eloquent and believable 

testimony to the resurrection of the Lord. Jesus is risen indeed ð in us! 

 We are glad and proud to announce the good news that Rev.Sr.Siriyapuspam AC has 
been appointed as the Principal of Holy Cross College, Sorikalmunai. This is the first time a 

Religious Sister is appointed as the Principal of the Holy Cross College. We are grateful to all 
those who were instrumental, especially Rev.Sr.Sunitha AC, Provincial, in making this dream 
realized. At the same time our prayerful wishes to Sr.Siriyapuspam that she may take bold step in 

assuming this great responsibility. The good Lord who initiated this process will be with her 
forever. 

 òThis is the work of the Lord, a Marvel in our eyes.ó 

                                 May God Bless you all. 

 

Fr. Terrence Ragel   08 th   

Fr. A. Leo    18 th  

Fr. Geron de Lima   21 st 

Fr. K. mariathasan   22 nd  

Sr. Josepha HC   14 th  

Bro. Lawrence    30 th  

 

BIRTHDAYS 

REST IN PEACE 
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Dear Reverend Fathers, Brothers and Sisters, 

  

 

FR. Cyrilas    04 th  

Fr. John Weber    14 th  

Fr. Aloysius Alosinghe   16 th  

Bp. Ignatius Glennie   27 th  

 

ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY 

 
Fr. Paul Satkunanayaham SJ   08 th , 1969  

Fr. S. Ahilraj SJ     29 th , 2006  

   

 

As outlined in the first Diocesan Pastoral 
Convention and also in his Letter for the Year of Faith (2012 - 
2013), His Lordship Rt. Rev. Dr. Joseph Ponniah is on his 
Pastoral Visits to each of the parishes in the Diocese. 
Evangelization is the main reason for his visit. Since the 
.ƛǎƘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ƛƻŎŜǎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ά¢ǊǳŜ tŀǎǘƻǊέ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ 
priest as his representative, he mingles with the people of 
God, listening to their spiritual concerns as well their 
personal and daily concerns. His Lordship Rt. Rev. Dr. Joseph 
Ponniah, made his Pastoral Visit to St. John the Baptist's 
 

(ÉÓ ,ÏÒÄÓÈÉÐ 2ÔȢ 2ÅÖȢ $ÒȢ *ÏÓÅÐÈ 0ÏÎÎÉÁÈȭÓ 
Pastoral Visit  

 

Church, Thalankudah on Sunday, March 15, 2015. His Lordship was received by Rev Fr. 
Retnakumar, the Parish Priest and the Parishioners. Rev. Fr. Retnakumar, the Members of 
the Parish Pastoral Council, heads of the various institutions, office bearers of the various 
Associations in the Parish, along with the parishioners, felicitated His Lordship for his 
loving visit to their Parish. We all join hands in praying for the success of our beloved 
.ƛǎƘƻǇ 5ǊΦ WƻǎŜǇƘ tƻƴƴƛŀƘΩǎ tŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ ±ƛǎƛǘǎ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŦƭƻŎƪΦ 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Universal: That people may learn to respect creation and care for it as a  
gift of God.  

For Evangelization: That persecuted Christians may feel the consoling  
presence of the Risen Lord and the solidarity of all the Church. 
 

02nd HOLY THURSDAY 
 05.00 pm Mass at Cathedral 
03rd GOOD FRIDAY OF THE PASSION OF OUR LORD 
 04.00 pm  Services at Cathedral 
 08.00 pm Passion Play 
04th HOLY SATURDAY 
 11.30 pm Easter Vigil Services at Cathedral 
05

th
 9!{¢9w {¦b5!¸ hC ¢I9 [hw5Ω{ w9{¦ww9/¢Lhb 

09.30 am Mass at Prisons 
06th 07.00 pm Easter Gathering of the Priests 
09th 04.30 pm General Meeting of the SLCRP 
11th 09.30 am Meeting of the Catechists 
 04.00 pm Meeting of the EXCO at Arul Oli Illam. 
12

th
 07.00 am Festive Mass at Panichaiyadi 

13th 09.00 am HOLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMME - Batticaloa 
14th 09.00 am HOLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMME ς Kalmunai 
 06.00 pm VOCATION SEMINAR at Miani Nagar 
16th 07.00 am Birthday Celebration of Bp.Rayappu Joseph in Mannar 
18th 06.00 pm ROTARY CLUB Meeting 
19

th
 07.00 am Festive Mass at Thetatheeevu 

21st - 24th  CBCSL Meetings in Kandy 
25th 09.00 am Bible Class 
26th 07.00 am CŜǎǘƛǾŜ aŀǎǎ ŀǘ {ǘΦ{ŜōŀǎǘƛŀƴΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ tǳƭƛȅŀŘƛƪǳŘŀƘ 
 09.00 am Multi Religious Festival at Mahajana College 
27th 04.30 pm Meeting of the College of Consulters 
 06.00 pm Meeting of the Administrative Council 
28th 09.30 am Meeting of the Council of Priests 
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Bishopôs Diary    April 2015 

 

Holy Father's Prayer Intentions for the month of April - 2015 

Jesus does not just reveal the 
identity of God and the Holy Spirit in 
what he did and said. But he revealed 
the inner core which binds the Father, 
the Son and the Spirit together: their 
love for sinners. This love which initially 
begins to be expressed in JeǎǳǎΩ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ 
to the poor, outcast, sick and the 
marginalized reaches its peak on the 
Cross. He brings the love and mercy of 
the Father and the Spirit precisely to 
sinful humanity. He recognizes himself 
as the obedient servant, the one who is 
sent into the world to do the will of the 
Father and this will ultimately lead him 
to the Cross.  

 
The Cross symbolizes the love of 

the Father who wants us to share in His 
divine life. It also symbolizes the 
wounding love of the Son for our sin and 
proleptically the gift of the Spirit for us. 
The Cross symbolizes the unconditional 
love of the Father and wounded love of 
the Son precisely because in it their love 
which reconciles us to the Father is 
revealed. The outpouring of blood and 
the water from the side of Jesus Christ 
on the Cross seems to indicate to us the 
forgiveness of our sin (Jn 19:34).  

 

However, it is the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ, which is an intrinsic part 
of redemption that manifests salvation 
ŀǎ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ŘƛǾƛƴŜ ƭƛŦŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
resurrection of Jesus is the revelation of 
the full destiny of all human beings. It is 
in the resurrection that God indicates to 
us that our sins will not prevent His 
ultimate plan of sharing His divine life 
ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
beginning was to enable human beings 
to share in His divine life, is fulfilled in 
the resurrection of Jesus and is being 
fulfilled in each one of us by the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  

 
Thus, the Cross and the 

resurrection are both an expression of 
Trinitarian love and the way the Triune 
God saves us in order to share His divine 
life with us. God created human beings 
so that they themselves on their own 
free will can come to participate in the 
fullness and goodness of the divine life 
(DV 2). His divine life is the life of love 
which embraces all human beings, 
despite their sinfulness. The Father calls 
us to become His adopted children and 
thus heirs of His blessed life through His 
Son in the Holy Spirit (Titus 3:7). 
Therefore, our responsibility is to grow 
in the love which directs us to God and 
others. In this way we already begin to 
share in GoŘΩǎ ŘƛǾƛƴŜ ƭƛŦŜΦ 

 
 

 
 
Fr. Ahil, SJ 

 

THE 
PASCHAL 

MYSTERY OF 
JESUS 

REVEALS THE 
ULTIMATE 

PLAN OF THE 
TRIUNE GOD 
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Lenten feast at St. Joseph's Church 
 

On Mar 22, 2015, The Lenten feast of St. Joseph's 
Church, Thannamunai was Celebrated in a grand 
manner. Bp. Joseph, the Chief Shepherd of the 
Diocese of Batticaloa was the Chief celebrant at 
the festive Mass. Very Rev. Fr. A. Thevathasan 
(VG), Rev. Frs. I. Joseph (PG), Hyruthayaraj CRS, 
Ramesh Christy (Parish Priest) and few other 
priests concelebrated at the Festive Mass. At the 
end of the Mass all the people (more than 3500) 
were served with 'Annadhanam' ie) Traditional 
Arms Giving.  
 

Eastern province Governor 
visits the Bishop  

On Mar 21st, 2015 the new 
governor for the Eastern Province Hon. 
Austin Fernando and his wife together 
with Mrs. Charles (G.A - Batticaloa ) paid a 
Courtesy visit to the Bishop of Batticaloa 
Most Rev. Dr. Joseph Ponniah and 
received his blessing. 
 

Lenten  fasting and prayer service 

at St. Jude's Shrine 

 

The annual Lenten fasting and prayer service 
for 3 days began with the Holy Eucharistic 
celebration presided over by the Bishop of 
Batticaloa, at St. Jude's Shrine, Thetatheevu on 
Mar 20, 2015. This service was organized by the 
JDH Fathers for the first time in the Diocese. 
Congratulations to Fr. Victor Joseph JDH and his 
team. Many thanks to our Bishop for bringing 
down JDH Fathers from South India. 

 

Bishop Joseph Ponniah's earnest 
request to the President of Sri 
Lanka 
 

The Bishop of the Diocese of Batticaloa, 

Rt.Rev.Dr.Joseph Ponniah has earnestly 

requested the President of Sri Lanka to 

pardon the 27 year old girl from Batticaloa, 

who was arrested for scribbling on the Sigiriya 

mirror and sentenced for two years in jail.  

 

Lenten feast at Talawila 2015  
 

Talawila St. Anne's shrine celebrated its Feast on 8th, 
March 2015. Rt. Rev Dr. Valence Mendis, the Bishop of 
the Diocese of Chilaw along with Rt. Rev. Dr. Joseph 
Ponniah the Bishop of Batticaloa were the chief 
celebrants, at the Holy Eucharist in Sinhala and Tamil 
respectively. There were more than 3 lakhs of 
participants at the Mass. The central theme of the 
celebration was on call to holiness. 

 

The girl had visited Sigiriya along with 

her friends working in a garment 

factory. The Bishop further expressed 

to I.B.C that he feels very sad and pity 

for the destitute family and urges the 

President to use his good office to 

release the girl as quickly as possible, 

considering the pathetic situation of 

the family. 
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On 23.03.2015, a historical event took 

place at Sorikalmunai, Holy Cross 

School. Rev. Sr.M.Sriyapushpam (AC) 

took over as the principal of the school in 

the presence of the Local Ordinary . This 

is the first time a religious nun has 
become the principal of this school We 

congratulate the Sister and wish her a 

fruitful ministry. 

 

EASTER GATHERING   APRIL 6
th

,   at 06.30 pm 
CONSULTORS MEETING  APRIL 27th,   at 04.30 pm 
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MEETING       at 06.30 pm 
COUNCIL OF PRIESTS MEETING APRIL  28th,    at 09.00 am 

Rev. Fr. Mariusz from Poland  
 

Rev. Fr. Mariusz, one of our benefactors 
from Poland paid a Courtesy visit to our 
Diocese on Mar 13th, 2015. He met Rt. 
Rev. Dr. Joseph Ponniah at the Bishop's 
office. 
 

¶ One of the most shocking benefits of 
olive oil is that it can prevent and 
even cure hair loss. When people lose 
hair, it is due to a hormone 
responsible for the shrinkage of the 
hair follicle shaft. However, the 
production of that hormone, called 
DHT (dihydrotestosterone), is 
hampered when olive oil is applied to 
the scalp.  

New Principal to 
ST/Holy Cross 

School, Sorikalminai.  
 

Benefits of Olive Oil for 
Hair Growth  
 

The benefits of using olive oil on 

stressed out hair strands are 

abundant.  
 

¶ One of the most shocking benefits of olive oil is that it can prevent and 
even cure hair loss. When people lose hair, it is due to a hormone 
responsible for the shrinkage of the hair follicle shaft. However, the 
production of that hormone, called DHT (dihydrotestosterone), is 
hampered when olive oil is applied to the scalp.  

¶ The overall health of the scalp also benefits from olive oil. A healthy scalp 
equates to healthy hair. And the natural conditioner properties of olive oil 
add moisture to the scalp: an area that people tend to neglect.  

¶ Besides healing a scaly and dry scalp; olive oil makes hair soft and shiny. 
Take a look at the products in the hair care aisle at your local retailer: many 
of them now claim to contain olive oil. This is for good reasons. 

¶ Olive oil also has antibacterial properties and antifungal properties that 
fight off common scalp and hair problems. Head lice and dandruff are two 
examples of conditions that can be either prevented or hampered by the 
application of olive oil to the scalp.  
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FEAST OF ST. JOSEPH  
The feast of St. Joseph was celebrated at 
Home for the Elders on 19th, Mar 2015. 
Bp. Joseph together with Frs. Paul 
Satkunanayaham SJ & Alex Robert 
concelebrated at the festive Mass. 
 

Way of the Cross is a way of prayer. One 

walks, in spirit, with Jesus on His journey to 

Calvary and meditates on His suffering and 

death. Each meditation can be a personal 

meeting with Christ and a new discovery of 

His presence in one's life. Each meditation 

can be deeply personal by recalling specific 

persons, places and experiences in one's own 

life. In the Way of the Cross (Via Crucis) the 

faithful are invited to follow the final earthly 
 

Lenten Recollection Program for Batticaloa 
Youth and Sunday School Teachers 
 

A special Lenten Recollection program was held at Haven 

Estate, Sathurukondan, Thannamunai, Batticaloa for the 

Youth and Sunday School Teachers on Mar 05th, 2015. This 

program was organized by Diocesan Youth and Catechetical 

Commission. Rev. Fr. Nirmal JDH was the guest preacher at 

this program. Rev. Frs. T.A. Julian, A. Jesuthasan, Rammesh, 

L. Mariathasan & S. Nixon were present for this lenten 

service.  

 

journey of Christ. We walk and pray before the traditional 14 stations that depict the central 

themes of the Passion of Christ from His condemnation to His entombment. This journey is 

�D�Q���R�F�F�D�V�L�R�Q���W�R���F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�O�D�W�H���2�X�U���/�R�U�G�¶�V���Z�R�U�N���I�R�U���R�X�U���U�H�G�H�P�S�W�L�R�Q���X�Q�G�H�U�W�D�N�H�Q���Z�L�W�K���O�R�Y�H���D�Q�G��
humility. The annual Way of the Cross both at Hingurana and Thandiyadi Calvary was 

headed by Rt. Rev. Dr. Joseph Ponniah, Bishop of Batticaloa: 

 

  At Hingurana, the way of the cross started at 09.00am on 07
th
, Mar 2015 

with a crowd estimated to be around 3500. 

  At Thandiyadi, it started at 09.30 am on 14
th
, Mar 2015 according to the 

reliable sources 4500 participants took part in the event. 

 

We congratulate Fr. Suganthan, the Parish Priest of Thirukkovil and Fr. Bastian Pillai OSB, 

the Parish Priest of Ampara together with the prayer leaders, Frs. Joseph Victor JDH & 

Nirmal JDH, for organizing a meaningful way of the Cross for this Lent. 

 
At the twelfth station the bishop along with the participants offered a meaningful Eucharist in 

both places  

")3(/0ȭ3 #/--5.)15%  
ά¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǾƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎέ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά±ƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅέ 
falls on Sunday the 26th, of April 2015 (the 4th Sunday of Easter) I am pleased to 
inform all the priests to do the necessary steps to make this event a meaningful 
one. 
 

Vocation Director, Fr. Briner will give you further details. 
 


