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Dear Reverend Fathers, Brothers and Sisters, 
 
You all know his Holiness Pope Francis came out with the Post-Synodal Apostolic 
Exhortation ά!ƳƻǊƛǎ [ŀŜǘƛǘƛŀέ όThe Joy of Love) on love is the family signed on 19 
march, the solemnity of St. Joseph which brings together the results of the two 
synods on the family convoked by him in 2014 and 2015. 
 
 The Apostolic ExhortationΩǎ 325 paragraphs are distributed over nine 
chapters. 
 We are having seminars on this Exhortation in September 2016, for our 
Priests and Religious. Here below we give ǘŜƴ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ tƻǇŜǎΩ 
groundbreaking new document to purpose for our Seminars.  
 
Here are ten things to know about the Popeôs ground-breaking new document. 

 
1. The church needs to understand families and individuals in all their 

complexity. 
The church needs to meet people where they are. So, pastors are to 
άŀǾƻƛŘ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŀŎŎƻǳƴt the complexity of 
ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎέ όнфсύΦ tŜƻǇƭŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ άǇƛƎŜƻƴƘƻƭŜŘ ƻǊ Ŧƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ 
overly rigid classifications leaving no room for personal and pastoral 
ŘƛǎŎŜǊƴƳŜƴǘέ όнфуύΦ Lƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ƻƴŜ ǎƛȊŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ Ŧƛǘ ŀƭƭΦ tŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ 
encourage to live by the Gospel, but should also be welcomed into a 
church that appreciates their particular struggles and treats them with 
ƳŜǊŎȅΦ ά¢ƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ōƭŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛǘŜέ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǾƻƛŘŜŘ 
όолрύΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŀǇǇƭȅ ƳƻǊŀƭ ƭŀǿǎ ŀǎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ άǎtones 
ǘƻ ǘƘǊƻǿ ŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎέ όолрύΦ hǾŜǊŀƭƭΣ ƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ƻŦ 
understanding, compassion and accompaniment. 
 

2. The role of conscience is paramount in moral decision making. 
άLƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ŎƻƴǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ 
practice in certain situations which do not objectively embody our 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜέ όолоύΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ǘƘŀǘ 
individual conscience is the final arbiter of the moral life has been 
ŦƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴ ƘŜǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ άŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘo form consciences, not to 
ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŜƳέ όотύΦ ¸ŜǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘǊǳŜΣ ǘƘŜ tƻǇŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ŎƻƴǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ 
needs to be formed by church teaching. But conscience does more than 
to judge what does or does not agree with church teaching. Conscience 
can also recognize wƛǘƘ άŀ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ƳƻǊŀƭ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅέ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ 
(303). Pastors, therefore, need to help people not simply follow rules, 
ōǳǘ ǘƻ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ άŘƛǎŎŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΣέ ŀ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƳǇƭƛŜǎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊŦǳƭ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ 

 Sr. Mary Annie   26th 
 

 

 

VOICE OF THE SHEPHERD  

 
 

Fr. Johanues Baptista Grego ry  07 th  

Fr.S.J.B. Selvaraj   11 th  
Fr. Charles Bonnel SJ   22 nd 

 

Bp. Joseph met the new 

council  members of the 

CMSF Brothers  

Bp. Joseph Ponniah on June 6th 

met the new council members of 

the CMSF Brothers who are 

working at Kurukkal Madam. 

 

Fr. Julia n    13 th  
Fr. Magimaidass CRS   22 nd 

Bro. A. Thevarajah (Thaya) FC  05 th  

Bro. S.T.P. Canisius  FC   13 th  
Sr. Mary Anne Manual HF  01 st 

Sr. Sudarshini AC   02 nd 

Sr. Madeline FMM   22 nd 
Sr. A.Sinathurai Roche HF  26 th  
  

          

 

Ordination Anniversary 

 
Fr. G. Ambrose    23 rd  
Fr. J. George Jeevaraj   24 th  

Fr. R. Thiruchchelvam   26 th  

Fr. Ignace Joseph   28 th  
 

4Ï ÂÅ ÃÏÎÔ ȣȢȢÐÇ τχ 

 

TO ALL THE JESUIT 

FATHERS 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

  

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Father's Prayer Intentions for the month of July - 2016 

MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP 

 

THE BISHOP WILL BE OUT OF THE 

COUNTRY DURING THE MONTH OF JULY.  

 

IN HIS ABSENCE VERY REV. FR. A. 

THEVATHASAN (V.G) WILL BE THE 

ADMINISTRATOR OF THE DIOCESE. YOU 

MAY APPROACH HIM FOR YOUR 

PASTORAL NEEDS. 

You can visit us on: 

www.battidiocese.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Universal: Indigenous Peoples 
That indigenous peoples, whose identity and very existence are threatened, will be 
shown due respect. 
Evangelization: Latin America and the Caribbean 
That the Church in Latin America and the Caribbean, by means of her mission to the 
continent, may announce the Gospel with renewed vigor and enthusiasm.  
 

Amla juice is a great drink to recharge your 
energy for the rest of the day. Being a 
storehouse of vitamin C and minerals like 
iron, it can prevent various diseases and 
improves your health. Regular intake of this 
juice provides you the following health 
benefits. 
 
1. Relieves Asthma And Bronchitis: 
Drinking amla juice with honey twice daily 
can relieve asthma and bronchitis 
complications. It also reduces the incidence 
of chronic cough, allergic asthma and 
tuberculosis. 
 
2. Burns Fat: 
Amla juice can cure obesity by increasing 
protein levels which in turn helps in reducing 
unwanted fat. It has the ability to create a 
positive nitrogen balance. It reduces the 
cholesterol levels, thus minimizing the risk of 
heart attacks. 
 
3. Relieves Constipation And Piles: 
Amla juice helps in relieving constipation 
caused due to piles. It also regulates the 
bowel movements and cures chronic 
constipation. 
 
4. Treatment of Gastric Disorders: 
Amla juice is great treatment for gastric 
disorders and hyperchlorhydria (burning 
sensation in abdomen).It is a good remedy 
for diarrhea and dysentery. Besides piles and 
constipation, it helps maintain healthy liver 
functions. Amla juice is effective in treating 
peptic ulcers and acidity. If you have acidity 
problems, you can take amla juice with pure 
ghee everyday twice a day. 
 
5. Blood Purifier: 
Amla juice acts as a blood purifier by flushing 
out toxins from the body. Regular intake of 
this juice purifies your blood as well as helps 
increase hemoglobin and red blood cell 
counts. 

6. Eye Health:           
 

6. Eye Health: 
Regular intake of amla juice helps in 
improving eyesight and nearsightedness as 
well as controls the onset of cataracts. It 
also minimizes intraocular tension. It 
counters problems like reddening, itching 
and watering of eyes. 
 
7. Beneficial For Heart: 
Amla juice is considered a great remedy for 
heart problems as it makes the heart 
muscles strong, thus enabling the heart to 
pump blood easily. 
 
8. Controls Diabetes: 
Amla juice taken with turmeric powder and 
honey helps in controlling diabetes. 
 
9. Cooling Agent: 
Amla juice contains 20 times more vitamin 
C than orange juice. This vitamin improves 
the tannins that are required to shield heat 
and light. During summer season, this juice 
keeps your skin cool by sorting out heat 
from the body. It also acts as a shield 
against radiation by protecting you against 
the harmful UV rays. 
 
10. Oral Health: 
Daily intake of amla juice wards off bad 
breath and strengthens teeth. Gargling with 
a mixture of water and amla juice can 
provide relief from painful mouth ulcers. 
 
11. Prevents Cancer: 
Amla juice is rich in antioxidants, 
particularly superoxide dismutase (SOD), 
which protect against the formation of free 
radicals. Thus, regular intake of this juice 
helps in preventing cancer. 
 
12. Bone Health:  
Regular consumption of amla juice lowers 
the osteoclasts, the cells that are responsible 
for breaking down the bones. 
 
 

12 Health Benefits Of Amla Juice 
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/ƻƴǘΧΦΦ 

 

 

 

Opening of a new office for 

EHED 
For your information a new office for 

EHED-Caritas has been blessed and 

opened by Bp. Joseph Ponniah on June 

17th at Jeyanthipuram. This extensive 

property of three acres provides space 

for many facilities.     

 

Address: EHED - Caritas, 

Kumaraththan Kovil Road 

Jeyanthipuram, Batticaloa 

 

 First Communion and 

Confirmation  

On June 18 the Bishop of Batticaloa Rt. 

Rev. Dr. Joseph Ponniah administered 

Holy Communion and Confirmation to 

the children of Palameenmadu Parish. 

The pastor and the parents of the 

children were there to welcome the 

Bishop. 

 Opening of a new church 

at Pottuvil  

On June 19th Bishop of Batticaloa 

Rt. Rev. Dr. Joseph Ponniah blessed 

and opened a new church for St. 

Anthony of Padua at Pottuvil. This 

was a long felt need of this little 

flock as the former church was one 

of the oldest in the Diocese. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

to judge what does or does not agree with church teaching. Conscience can also 
ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǿƛǘƘ άŀ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ƳƻǊŀƭ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅέ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ όолоύΦ tŀǎǘƻǊǎΣ 
therefore, need to help people not simply follow rules, but to practice 
άŘƛǎŎŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΣέ ŀ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƳǇƭƛŜǎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊŦǳƭ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ όолпύΦ 
 

03. Divorced and remarried Catholics need to be more fully integrated into the 
church. How? By looking at the specifics of their situation, by remembering 
άƳƛǘƛƎŀǘƛƴƎ ŦŀŎǘƻǊǎΣέ ōȅ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŦƻǊǳƳΣέ όǘƘŀǘ ƛǎΣ ƛƴ 
private conversations between the priest and person or couple), and by 
respecting that the final decision about the degree of participation in the church 
ƛǎ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƻ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ όолрΣ оллύΦ ό¢ƘŜ ǊŜŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ 
ǎǇŜƭƭŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƘŜǊŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ άǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴέ ƛƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƭƛŦŜύΦ 
Divorced and remarried couples should be ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ ά¢ƘŜȅ 
are not excommunicated and should not be treated as such, since they remain 
ǇŀǊǘέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ όнпоύΦ 
 

04. All members of the family need to be encouraged to live good Christian lives. 
aǳŎƘ ƻŦ ά!ƳƻǊƛǎ [ŀŜǘƛǘƛŀέ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ of reflections on the Gospels and church 
teaching on love, the family and children. But it also includes a great deal of 
practical advice from the pope, sometimes gleaned from exhortations and 
homilies regarding the family. Pope Francis reminds married couples that a good 
ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ƛǎ ŀ άŘȅƴŀƳƛŎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ǎƛŘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ 
ƛƳǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ ά[ƻǾŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƛǘέ όмннΣ ммоύΦ 
The pope, speaking as a pastor, encourage not only married couples, but also 
engaged couples, expectant mothers, adoptive parents, widows, as well as 
aunts, uncles and grandparents. He is especially attentive that no one feels 
ǳƴƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƻǊ ŜȄŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΩǎ [ƻǾŜΦ 
 

05. ²Ŝ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ άƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǎƛƴΦέ Lƴ ŀ ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ǌeflects 
ŀ ƴŜǿ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΣ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇŜ ǎŀȅǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅΣ άLǘ Ŏŀƴ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ōŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ΨƛǊǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΩ ŀǊŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ƳƻǊǘŀƭ ǎƛƴέ όолмύΦ 
hǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ άƛǊǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎΣέ ƻǊ ƴƻƴ-traditional families, like single 
ƳƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ άǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΣ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀƴŎŜέ όпфύΦ 
When it comes to these people, indeed everyone, the church need to stop 
ŀǇǇƭȅƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŀƭ ƭŀǿǎΣ ŀǎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇŜΩǎ ǾƛǾƛŘ ǇƘǊŀǎŜΣ άǎǘƻƴŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘǊƻǿ 
ŀǘ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜέ όолрύΦ 
 

06. What might work in one place may not work in another. The pope is not only 
ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎΣ ōǳǘ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ ά9ŀŎƘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƻǊ 
ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ΧΦΦ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜƪ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǎǳƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƴǎƛǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ 
traditions and local neeŘǎέ όоύΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǎŜƴǎŜ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ Ƴŀȅ 



 

 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

+Joseph Ponniah. 

 
      

   

       

   

 

Feast of St. Antony of Padua 

Feast of Puliyantheevu {ǘΦ !ƴǘƻƴȅΩǎ 

Shrine, was celebrated in a grand 

manner on Jun 13th. Bp. Joseph Ponniah, 

along with a record number of priests 

and people took part in this 

concelebrated Mass. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Feast at Koolavady 

St. Antony's Church 

Feast at Koolavady St. 

Antony's Church was held on 

Sunday the 12th, June. Bp. 

Joseph was the Chief 

Celebrant at the festive 

Mass. 

 

New Catechetical Centre 

at Batticaloa  

Bp. Joseph Ponniah blessed and 

opened a new block for the 

Catechetical Centre, Batticaloa at 

the former Catholic Club premises 

on June 13th. Thus a long awaited 

need of the Diocese was finally 

fulfilled by the grace of God and the 

effort of the Local Ordinary. 

 

07. ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎΣ ōǳǘ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ ά9ŀŎƘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƻǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ΧΦΦ Ŏŀƴ 
seek soƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǎǳƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƴǎƛǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƴŜŜŘǎέ 
(3). What makes sense pastorally in one country may even seem out of place in another. 
For this reason and others, as the pope says at the beginning of the document that for 
ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΣ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŜǘǘƭŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƎƛǎǘŜǊƛǳƳΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ 
teaching office (3). 

 
08. Traditional teachings of marriage are affirmed, but the church should not burden people 

with unrealistic expectations. Marriage is between one man and one woman and is 
indissoluble; and same-sex marriage is not considered marriage. The church continues to 
hold out an invitation to healthy marriages. At the same time, the church has often 
ŦƻƛǎǘŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴ άŀǊǘƛŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƛŘŜŀƭ ƻŦ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜέ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 
ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ ƭƛǾŜǎ όосύΦ !ǘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛŘŜŀƭǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀ άǘǊŜƳŜƴŘƻǳǎ ōǳǊŘŜƴέ όмннύΦ ¢ƻ 
that end, seminarians and priests need to be better trained to understand the 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ άhǊŘŀƛƴŜŘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎ ƻŦten lack the training 
ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎέ όнлнύΦ 

 
09. Children must be educated in sex and sexuality. In a culture that often commodities and 

cheapens sexual expressions, children need to understand sex within thŜ άōǊƻŀŘŜǊ 
framework of an education for love and mutual self-ƎƛǾƛƴƎέ όнулύΦ {ŀŘƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ƛǎ 
ƻŦǘŜƴ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ άŀƴ ƻōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘέ όмроύΦ {ŜȄ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ŀŘ 
being open to the gift of new life. 

 
10. Gay men and women should be respected. While same-sex marriage is not permitted, 
ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŦŦƛǊƳ άōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŜƭǎŜέ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳƻǎŜȄǳŀƭ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ 
ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ άǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƻǊ ƘŜǊ ŘƛƎƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ΨŜǾŜǊȅ 
ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ ǳƴƧǳǎǘ ŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΩ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ carefully avoided, particularly any form of 
ŀƎƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻǊ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΦέ CŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ [D.¢ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƴŜŜŘ άǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŦǳƭ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ 
ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǇŀǎǘƻǊǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ Ǝŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǎōƛŀƴǎ Ŏŀƴ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŎŀǊǊȅ ƻǳǘ 
DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ όнрлύΦ 

 
All are welcome. The church must help families of every sort, and people in every state of life, 
know that, even in their imperfections, they are loved by God and can help others experience 
that love. likewise, pastors must work to make people feel welcome in the chuǊŎƘΦ ά!ƳƻǊƛǎ 
[ŀŜǘƛǘƛŀέ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƳŜǊŎƛŦǳƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ άƧƻȅ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜΦέ ¢ƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 
ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ άŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻŦ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎέ όулύΦ 



 

 

 
 
  
 

       

   

       

   

 

 
 

Day of consecration of Priests  

On June 06th, 2016 at 6.30 pm at the 

Clergy House Chapel the priests serving in 

the Diocese renewed their pledge to the 

Sacred Heart. 

First Communion and 

Confirmation  

On June 11th at St. Anne's Church, 

Veechukalmunai Bp. Joseph Ponniah 

administered Holy Communion and 

Confirmation for the Parish children 

 

 

 

Feast at Valaichchenai : 

On June 5th, the feast of St. 

Theresa's Church, Valaichenai 

was celebrated in a grand 

manner. Bp. Joseph Ponniah was 

the Chief Celebrant at the festive 

Mass. Priests, Sisters and faithful 

were there to receive the 

blessings of the Saint. At the 

festive Mass the bishop 

administered Holy Communion 

and Confirmation to the children 

of the Parish. 

R.I.P : 

The former Principal of Carmel Fatima 

College - National school Kalmunai, Rev. 

Bro. Dr. S.A.I. Matthew FC pasted away 

on June 06th morning. We thank him for 

his valuable services to the people of 

Kalmunai region in the field of education. 

Laying foundation for a 

shopping cum bank complex. 

On  June 29th, Bp. Joseph Ponniah 
laid a foundation for a shopping 
cum bank complex at Vaharai. This 
is going to be one of the sources of 
income for our Diocese in the 
future. 

 Feast at Thalankuda 2016  

The feast of Thalankuda St. John the 
Baptist Church was celebrated on 
June 26th in a grand manner. Bp. 
Joseph Ponniah was the Chief 
Celebrant at the festive Mass. During 
the Mass the Parish children were 
given First Communion and 
Confirmation. 

 

Vespers at Igniyagala  

On June 25th Bp. Joseph Ponniah 
conducted vesper service at 
Igniyagala St. Anthony's church. 

 

Opening of a New Chapel 

A new Chapel has been 
blessed and opened by 
the Local Ordinary of the 
Diocese on June 25th at 
the Eastern University, 
Batticaloa. 

 


